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Henry Clews : Fifty Years in Wall Street (Wiley Investment Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fifty Years in Wall Street (Wiley Investment Classics): 

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Important Wall Street HistoryBy RoninThis version of the book is 
good if you just want the gist of it, but is garbage if you want all the fine details. I give it 4-stars because I believe this 
is an important book for anyone seeking a better understanding of the inner workings of Wall Street, or for anyone 
interested in the history in general.The main problem with this version is that the original was 1062 pages and Wiley 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000YIW60A


butchered it down to 358. A lot is missing, and this version often feels fragmented with no coherent consistency. The 
original version sells for $400 to $2,500, but there is a 2-volume version of the original from Kessinger Publishing that 
can be had for $90 or less, though the print quality is not the best; at least it has the content.When it was first released, 
the book was hailed for its insight on the history, politics, and financial events that unfolded in the last half of the 19th 
century. The book is loaded with tales of the former Masters of the Universe, their money-making schemes, and 
methods of forecasting markets.Clews was born the son of a potter in 1836 and married a descendant of President 
Madison. He came from Europe to America in 1853 and broke into Wall Street's inner circle in 1857. He made a 
fortune selling War Bonds during the Civil War and earned a spot in high NY society. He was a campaign adviser to 
General Grant, and declined the position of Secretary of the Treasury when it was offered.In 1873 the Credit Mobilier 
bankrupted him and most of his clients including The City of San Diego. He rebuilt his business in 1877 and was 
eventually regarded as "The Sage of Wall Street". He died in 1923 at the age of 87. Too bad he missed the Crash of 
'29.Some of his Sagely advice:"I conclude, then, that for a man to be a thoroughly equipped speculator, it is necessary 
that he be possessed of extraordinary parts and attainments. He must be an unceasing and intelligent observer of events 
at large, and a sagacious interpreter of symptoms on the exchange; his judgment must be sound, not only as to existing 
conditions, but as to coming tendencies, and he must possess the calmness and nerve to face unflinchingly whatever 
emergencies may arise. Whoever enjoys these qualities in the highest degree must be the King of Speculators. As to 
others, their rank must correspond to the degree of their conformity to this ideal standard."Sound advice. Very 
interesting stuff.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The Wiley edition (which also seems to be the 
Kindle edition) sucks!By Randy GuthrieThe real book is over 1000 pages. The Wiley edition is only 300 pages. Two 
thirds of the content is gone and what remains makes little sense without it. Make sure you buy an uncut edition.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Good Book and a historical view of the marketsBy Bobby L. BurnsI had 
read several reviews of this book on more than one occasion and started not to buy it. I am glad I did. The material in 
this book I find very relevant to today's market. One of the comparisons I made was between today's political 
environment and the one faced by President Lincoln.The author also reviewed the market operators of the time which 
sheds light on the reason for the markets and how they developed. You are given a view of how these early operators 
manipulated the markets. As a comparison, their methods are similar to the methods used by the Federal Reserve 
Banks to manipulate their respective currencies and financial markets.A very insightful look into financial and 
political history.

The definitive look at Wall Street in the 19th Century Perhaps the 19th century's best book on Wall Street, Fifty Years 
in Wall Street provides a fascinating look at the financial markets during a period of rapid economic expansion. Henry 
Clews was a giant figure in finance at that time, and his firsthand account brings this colorful era to life like never 
before. He reveals shocking stories of political and economic manipulation and how he helped bring down the mighty 
Boss Tweed. He writes eloquently about the madness of the markets and how the era's greatest speculators amassed 
their fortunes. This book provides an expansive view of Wall Street in an era of little regulation, rampant political 
corruption, and rapid financial change. Henry Clews was born in England in 1836 and emigrated to the United States 
in 1850. In 1859, he cofounded what became the second largest marketer of federal bonds during the Civil War. Later, 
he organized the "Committee of 70," which deposed the corrupt Tweed Ring in New York City, and served as an 
economic consultant to President Ulysses Grant.

From the Back CoverAuthor Henry Clews was a giant figure in finance during the late nineteenth century, and his 
firsthand account brings this colorful era to life like never before. This abridged version of an investment classic 
touches on a wide range of important financial issues, including: The causes and consequences of Wall Street panics 
The influence of Wall Street on national politics How individuals like Jay Gould, Daniel Drew, and Commodore 
Vanderbilt made their fortunes The characteristics of winning and losing speculators How operators attempted to 
corner the markets for individual stocks About the AuthorHenry Clews was born in England in 1836 and emigrated to 
the United States in 1850. In 1859, he confounded the banking firm that later became Livermore, Clews, and 
Company, which was the second largest marketer of federal bonds during the Civil War. Later, Clews organized the 
Committee of Seventy, Which deposed the corrupt Tweed Ring in New York City. He also served as an economic 
consultant to President Ulysses Grant and wrote and lectured widely on diverse economic and political issues. 


