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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Add to your library for understanding modern IrelandBy
AndypsionFingers should be on Ireland's 10 most wanted men list. Richard Curran digs deep but not deep enough to
paint a picture of an arrogant, ruthless, greedy, self centered little man who was allowed to "get away with murder". |
hope | live to see the day when he gets his come-uppence for the hurt and damage he personally caused to so many
innocent Irish families who now suffer austerity, unemployment, crippling debt and the heartaches of seeing their
children forced to emigrate. Fingers and hisilk along with the regulator and politicians who aided and abetted him
should be strung up.The book tends to ramble a bit and could benefit from a more structured approach. Also | feel it'sa
bit shallow in places but overall | feel better informed about one of Ireland's biggest wastersthan | did before | read it.
Excellent reading for anyone who wants to start to understand why Ireland isthe way it istoday.1 of 1 people found
the following review helpful. The man who brought down irish nationwide is my cousin ...By nora chamberlainThe
man who brought down irish nationwide is my cousin. We are not proud of him and he brought alot of shameto his
family. His brother a Priest his sister a nun. His grand uncle a bishop, cousins priests. How dare he upset our whole
family. N.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Arrogance and GreedBy LepantoT his book has brought
together the events that brought about the fall of Nationwide.We are reminded of the arrogance and corruption of
Fingleton who used the society as his private bank to feather his own nest and the nests of his croniesRichard Curran
and Tom Lyons have done a great service to the people of Ireland in this bookOur grand children and
greatgrandchildren will pay for the immoral behaviour of the people who lost the run of themselvesA riveting

read. Thank you .

Michael Fingleton was an Irish banking legend, the ultimate big money lender. He took Irish Nationwide Building
Society from an obscure mortgage provider to a multi-billion euro property-lending casino, leaving the taxpayer to
pick up the tab for euro;5.4 billion when the society eventually went bust. Fingleton earned over euro;2 million per
year and built up a pension fund worth euro;27 million. But it was hisloans to a small group of property developers
and the way the society was mismanaged, under the nose of the Financial Regulator, that cost Irish citizens so dearly.
In Fingers, Tom Lyons and Richard Curran use previously unpublished material to blow open the failings of the
societyrsquo;sinternal systems and controls, its culture and the dominance of one man. They get inside the
organisation and bring startling new revel ations about how money was really lent out to a small group of developers,
how INBS failed, and what the Financial Regulators knew. Fingers explores bull; Fingletonrsquo;s connections with
politics, the media and the powerful bull; how the society wasnrsquo;t just alender but became a player, taking stakes
and shares in the profits of the ventures it bankrolled bull; how Fingleton quaffed vintage wine in the finest
restaurants, stayed in five-star hotels and put it all on the societyrsquo;s tab bull; how ordinary borrowersin arrears
were treated ruthlessly, while the mega-rich walked away owing billions to us. Fingers goes to the heart of the
statersquo;s failure to hold anybody to account for the Irish financial crash. It highlights the need for a proper banking
inquiry to explain to the public what went wrong, how, and who isto blame



