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Lasker M. Meyer : Foley's (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Foley's (Images of America): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Concise and Photographic BookBy cowboyThis will be my 
seventh department store book that I have written a review for. The Foley's book was a very good read. Mr. Meyer 
should be congratulated for writing a concise book about Foley's. In my opinion it was straight-forward, included a 
wonderful assortment of pictures. The only thing that Mr. Meyer could have done to earn a fifth star, would have been 
to talk to some of the other associates to get their perspective, as well if it was possible, include some recipes that 
made the restaurants inside Foley's downtown special. Filene's Gimbel's Lazarus, and Burdine's included some recipes 
that were famous in their store restaurants. In all honesty the book is a 4 1/2 stars. I would definitely recommend it to 
anyone interested in department stores, or Houston. I had the pleasure of shopping at the San Antonio North Star Mall, 
and River Center locations, as well as the Woodland Hills Mall location in Tulsa. This book was money well spent.0 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0093PHTCK


of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JonathanThis wonderful institution began so many 
careers. Thank you Lasker Meyers for documenting a great relatable story.4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Great book about a past time in Houston historyBy Native TexanIf you grew up in Houston in the last half of 
the twentieth century then Foley's was a part of your life. A wonderful book about a different life and time.

The story of Foley?s began in Ireland in the late 1800s when William L. Foley set sail for America. Ambition led him 
to Houston, where he opened a store and hired his two nephews, Pat C. and James. The nephews quickly felt an 
entrepreneurial urge to run their own store, so their uncle gave them $2,000 to get started. On February 12, 1900, the 
Foley Brothers Dry Goods Company at 507 Main Street opened for business. Approximately 44,000 residents visited 
the store that day, and sales of $128.29 were tabulated. Soon after Spindletop was discovered, Robert I. Cohen of 
Galveston bought the Foley Brothers company for his son George S. Cohen to operate. Cohen, along with the aid of 
six of the eight Meyer brothers from Galveston, built it into the largest store in Texas. In 1945, Fred Lazarus, from the 
department store clan in Ohio, came to Houston to visit his son at Ellington Field. He saw Houston?s potential, and in 
1946, Foley Brothers became Foley?s, owned by Federated Department Stores.

About the AuthorAuthor Lasker M. Meyer, the son of one of Foleyrsquo;s owners, grew up holding summer jobs in 
the store and joined Foleyrsquo;s as a buyer in 1959. When the first branch store was built, he became the manager. 
After a series of promotions, he became president in 1979 and chairman and chief executive officer in 1982. At the 
time of Meyerrsquo;s retirement in 1987, Foleyrsquo;s had merged with Sanger-Harris in Dallas and was the largest 
division in Federated Department Stores. 


